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 From the Tower 

Barony of Southron Gaard 
November AS XLII (2007) 

'And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the 
firmament and divided the waters which were over the firmament from those which were under the firmament. And it was so. And 
God called the firmament Heaven. And evening and morning were the second day' (see Genesis, 1:6-8).  



From the Tower - Nov  AS XLII - Page 2 

 Chronicler’s Corner 

 

A nd so this is my last FTT I will be 
penning. I have had an enjoyable 

time producing the FTT, and I hope you have also 
enjoyed my efforts. 
 
I have not heard of any volunteers for the role, so 
if you are interested, now is a good time to offer. 
 
 
 

In service to Southron Gaard 
Rose de Ludlow 

Chronicler 

From the Tower is the news letter of the Barony of 
Southron Gaard of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism.  It is not a corporate publication of 
the Society of Creative Anachronism, and does not 
delineate offical SCA policies.  Opinions expressed 
in articles, unless otherwise indicated, are those of 
the authors concerned, regardless of the identity of 
the author.  Copyright 2007.  All rights revert to 
the authors and artists. 
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From the Tower is available in electronic form, from 
the Southron Gaard website: 
 

http://sg.sca.org.nz/ftt.htm 
 

  The electronic version is free. 
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A n excellent range of smaller events is 
the dominant theme at present. Fol-
lowing on from the well-received 
Spring Collegium, we travelled south 
to attend a fine repast in Castelburn, 

which included a play, dancing, song and an inter-
esting presentation on medieval diet. 
 
Katherine then found time to escape for a stargaz-
ing event hosted by the Canton of Stowe-on- 
the-Wold, at what will become the new Festival 
site. This turned out to be as green as promised, in 
a very deep, quiet valley, offering quite a change of 
scene from the previous venue. 
 
The mini-ball at the end of October marked the 
departure of the newly recognised Lord Merlin of 
Southron Gaard from our desmene, though many 
will hope to see him at Canterbury Faire and other 
events in future. 
 
Ahead lies Emilio's Ambassador's Ball, which offers 
an opportunity for amusing persona interactions in 
the context of a grand ball -- there are several Tues-
day workshops scheduled for learning or polishing 
some of the dances for this, and Emilio notes that 
the Ball provides several opportunities for taking on 
parts of the Renaissance Challenge. 
 
Early December will see the Halfla revel which 
Lord Dauid promises will be a rather different kind 
of event, with another fine repast prepared by Lord 
Kotek. 
 
Then the preparations for Canterbury Faire will 
start in earnest with a site preparation picnic at the 
site on December 22nd, open to all who can attend 
and help out. Bookings for the Faire are already 
running strongly, with both new and familiar faces 
from within without the Barony. 
 

Our thanks and congratulations to the stewards and 
helpers for all these events -- your vision and efforts 
enrich us all. And for those who are not involved in 
running these events, if you offer to help -- particularly 
for Canterbury Faire -- you will likely find yourself 
dealing with a very grateful steward! 
 
 

Bartholomew  and  katherine 
Baron and Baroness of Southron Gaard 

Constable 

 WANTED 

Applications for the position of Baronial  
Constable  are now open and will close Nov 1st 
2007 

 Anyone interested in the positions should write 
a brief application, including their full contact 
details and experience relevant to the position, 
and send it to the Kingdom Constable  and  
Seneschal 

constable@sca.org.au  
 

seneschal@sg.sca.org.nz   

and the Baron and Baroness.  

BandB@sg.sca.org.nz 

The successful applicant will be chosen by the 
Kingdom Seneschal, and announced shortly 
after Nov 1st. 

Note: 
Job comes with a mace of office and a large cup 
to help collect fines, some by ancient tradition 
paid in liquids 

 

Their 
Excellencies  
Speak.... 
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Baronial Chatelaine 
Position available 

 
The Chatelaine is responsible for the en-
couragement and empowerment of new-
comers in the group. This involves both 
actively chatting to interested people at 
musters and other public events, and field-
ing enquiries about the group from the 
Southron Gaard website, from which the 
Chatelaine's email is linked. 
 
The Chatelaine is also responsible for the 
housing and administration of the Baronial 
Hire Garb, though this may be delegated 
to a deputy. This involves loaning hire 
garb to newcomers and encouraging them 
to acquire or make their own clothing. 
 
If you are interested in taking on this role, 
please review the job outline in 
 

http://sg.sca.org.nz/docs/
OfficerDescriptions.doc 

 
And email your application to: 

 
chatelaine@sg.sca.org.nz 

 
with a copy to 

 
seneschal@sg.sca.org.nz and 

bandb@sg.sca.org.nz. 

Baronial Chronicler 
Position available 

 
The Chronicler is responsible for creating and 
issuing the monthly copy of the Baronial 
Newsletter. This is a monthly task, involving 
receiving emails from various parties, and in-
corporating into the FTT 
 
Approx time  required per month is around 2-
3 hrs plus Council meeting attendance. 
 
A computer with an internet connection is 
required, and useful to have a copy of Pub-
lisher (current software used) 
 
If you are interested in taking on this role, 
please review the job outline in 
 

http://sg.sca.org.nz/docs/
OfficerDescriptions.doc 

 
And email your application to: 

 
chronicler@sca.org.au 

 
with a copy to 

 
seneschal@sg.sca.org.nz and 

bandb@sg.sca.org.nz. 
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 Southron Gaard Renaissance Challenge 
 
Whereas it is the firmly-held view of the Baron and Baroness of Southron Gaard that the people of these lands have for 
long been second-to-none in the Kingdom in the accomplishment of the various arts, crafts, sciences, martial displays 
and service which combine to build and knit together our shared Dream. 
 
Yet it must be noted that in recent times the Barony, Canton and College have been blessed by many newcomers, some 
of whom have yet to acquire certain of the skills and attributes possessed by those who have been here longer. And also 
that certain of the more long- standing inhabitants of the Barony may have become complacent or perhaps somewhat 
narrow in their focus, and may no longer practice some of their skills with the same aplomb and dexterity as once they 
did. 
 
Thus it is that Bartholomew and katherine, Baron and Baroness of Southron Gaard, hereby challenge each and every 
member of the populace of the Barony, Canton and College to join the Renaissance -- not in persona terms, but in the 
expression of your accomplishments. In our eyes, a Renaissance individual can dance, sing, fight, write, cook, and more, 
acquitting themselves well in all the Courtly Arts. 
 
Therefore we say to each of you - look not to your previous achievements. Starting from now, and for the space of a 
twelve-month, set out to build or demonstrate your capabilities in the following areas: 
 
 
* The Arts Martial - by contesting at an event in a tournament of heavy fighting, of rapier or of arch-
ery, or by stewarding ormarshalling the same. 
 
* The Written Arts - by devising an illumination or calligraphy, or composing a letter suitable for your 
time and place and entering the same in an arts display or competition. 
 
* The Performing Arts - by learning and performing period pieces or in a period style at an event thus: 
four songs, or four dances, or a dramatic piece or story -- or preferably doing all three! 
 
* The Culinary Arts - preparing and serving at an event a period dish for twenty or more gentles, or a 
group of period dishes for four or more. 
 
* A Craft - by making two distinct items of a period nature or purpose, such as garb, accessories, leath-
erwork, tokens, banner, weapon or armour, and demonstrating them to others by entering them in an 
arts display or competition. 
 
* In Service - by stewarding an event or a significant portion of an event, or by undertaking specific ser-
vice to the Barony or Kingdom. 
 
 
 
Take up this challenge, learn new skills or polish old ones, assist others to achieve their Dream. To those who achieve 
these goals before Baronial Anniversary next will be awarded a special token and great honour, for they will truly be a 
Renaissance Gentle. 
 
For more information on the Renaissance Challenge, including guidelines on the various activities and tailoring for those 
who are already somewhat accomplished in certain areas, please refer to: 

 
http://sg.sca.org.nz/projects/renaissance.htm 
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Southron Gaard Council Meeting - Tuesday 9th Sept 

PRESENT: Peregrine (Roland), Yseult (Hannah), Rose (Stacey), Adele (Colleen), Terese (Meredith), Emilio (Ed), 
katherine (Vicki), Bartholomew (Peter), Hugh (David), Sybilla (Hera), Dauid (David) 
 
APOLOGIES: Shaun, Karen, Carl, Bill 
 
MEETING OPENED: 7:39PM 
 
LAST MEETINGS MINUTES : Accepted 
 
OFFICER REPORTS: 
 
SENESCHAL: 
- Correspondence with: Fridda of Castelburn, B&B, Reeve, Emilio, SCANZ council, A&P show organisers, Yseult, 
- Got the trailer registered 
- Spoke to the MRS about the CF steel embassy proposal 
- Got a request for a school demo 
- Spent more time in bank trying to sort out account stuff 
 
CHATELAINE: Didn't do anything. 
 
REEVE: Apologies, will submit report later. 
 
HERALD: Apologies, will submit report later. 
 
MARSHAL: No report. 
 
CAPTAIN OF ARCHERS: No report. 
 
CAPTAIN OF RAPIER: No report. 
 
A&S:  
Attended Collegium. Taught children's A&S class on plants. Ran A&S competition, three divisions, three entrants, 
three winners. Presented awards in court to winners. 
 
CHRONICLER: Have resigned the position. New applicants sought. 
 
WEBWRIGHT: 
- CF 2008 site and booking form live 
- Usual updates including more calendar enhancements from Lord Oddi, new resource links 
- Rearranged minutes and FTT sections so minutes-keeper and chronicler can manage these independently from 
now on. 
- Seeking replacement ASAP, by end Feb 2008 at latest 
 
CHIRURGEON:  No report submitted. 
 
CONSTABLE:  No report submitted. 
 
QUARTERMASTER:  Apologies. No activity this month. 
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B&B:  
- Contacted spun-helm supplier and placed order per Sept Council minutes, plus a couple of private orders -- should 
be ready some time this month 
- Obtained canvas from Kutwells per Sept minutes - have 71.8 metres in total av 1.50 cm width (3 rolls: 
24.8+22+25), for total of $359; Council approved 50 m purchase -- if it wants the rest, that's fine, otherwise we 
will sell it on personally; should be enough to make around 3-4 sunshades 
- Attended Castelburn repast, fort meeting, singing, fighters practice 
- Correspondence with Seneschal re: trailer and TDP, a visiting gentle from Artemesia, various others 
 
EVENT REPORTS: 
 
COLLEGIUM: 
Collegium went well. Profit of $199. Everyone like the venue, will note it for future events. 
 
BALL: 
Emilio presented proposal for Ball on November 24. 
- To be held at St Peter's church, Church corner 
- Includes 4 dance sets, plus supper 
- Ticket prices $10 for adult. 
All in favour of the event. Bid accepted. 
 
HAFLA: 
Dauid present proposal for middle eastern hafla event on December 8 
- To be held at Masonic Lodge in Sydenham (although venue is current unconfirmed) 
- Revel with repast 
- Low tables with people to bring cushions 
- Ticket price of $15 for adult 
All in favour of the event. Bid accepted. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 
ELLESMERE A&P SHOW: 
Some confusion with dates and organisation, partly Seneschal error, and their contact person for went to France for 
the World Cup. The show is actually this weekend. Everyone agreed that this is too close to organise 
attendance, and most people weren't that keen on attending anyway. 
 
CF WORKING BEE: 
Working bee to be held at the CF site on Saturday December 22nd, 10am to 3pm. Main aim is to improve the area 
around the mong. 
 
CF'08 FIGHTER AUCTION FUNDS: 
- Proposal by Bartholomew that the funds from the 2008 CF fighter auction go towards the purchasing of a large 
bell (i.e. ship's bell) that can be used at the CF site to ring hours etc. 
- Counter proposal by Katherine that the funds be used to purchase a SG tent for use at Festival. 
• Most people think the bell idea is better suited for the immediate future. 
 
SCHOOL DEMO: 
Been contacted by Westburn school to help with their medieval topic segment. Would like us to come in on the 
8th November for their 'feast day' and help out with whatever we like. Details to be posted to the list asking for 
volunteers to help. 
 
CANVAS: 
Extra canvas purchased by Katherine in excess of the 50m to be sold to individuals within the barony. 
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RIALTO OFFER: 
Katherine was contacted by the Rialto cinema, who are looking at us to help promote the new Queen Elizabeth movie. 
They would 10-20 of us in Elizabethan garb to stand in the foyer etc. In return we each get a double pass to the 
movie. Katherine to advertise to the list and see if there is any interest, before getting back to Rialto. 
 
BANKS: 
Due to the numerous issues we have had with WestPac, Thorald will begin looking at other banks we can use. Barholo-
mew specified that the bank must be able to cash overseas cheques without any extra fees. Kiwibank has been 
suggested as a good banking option for clubs. 
 
TOUR D'OR BADGES: 
Various discussion on creating Tour d'Or badges. Various people to look at overseas sca specialty merchants, eg Fet-
tered cock, Billy & Charlies etc. 
 
MEETING CLOSED 8:35PM. 

'In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And 
the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and 
there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good; and 
God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the 
light Day and the darkness he called Night. And the evening 
and the morning were the first day' (Genesis, 1: 1-5).  

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/bestiary/translat/1r.hti 



From the Tower - Nov  AS XLII - Page 9 

 

Medieval Stuff Evening  
 

now including 
 

A&S Workshop 
 

Third Tuesday of the Month From 7.30pm 
No site fee, garb optional 

 
Clarence St Methodist Church Hall, corner Clarence and Nelson Sts,Riccarton 
 
This is intended as  general social and working-on-things evening, including fencing 
practice and helping any newcomers (so bring some along!). 
 
Bring current projects to work on, and nibbles. Work in company, swap stories, sell off any 
of your bits and bobs, practice some dance, sing some songs, check out someone else's 
books or photos, bring your problematic garb to see if someone can help. 
 
See you there! 

Rapier/Fencing Practices      

Email the Captain of Rapier  
rapier@sg.sca.org.nz 

Rapier (SCA fencing) practices are held several times a 
week and all are welcome, whether to fight or to 
watch. Some gear is available for beginners to try. 
Sunday mornings,:10am: All year around, unofficial 
practices are held behind the library at Barrington 
Park or at an address nearby (see the calendar) for 
approx. two hours from 10am Sunday morning. Not 
on if wet. 
 
Tuesday evenings, 7pm: Rain or shine, Clarence St 
Methodist Hall, cnr of Clarence and Nelson Streets, 
Riccarton on the second and third Tuesday of each 
month 
 
We now train every Tuesday at 7:30 at the Methodist 
hall and Sunday at noon at Barrington Park  
 

Baronial Webwright  
Position Available 

 
The Southron Gaard Webwright is responsible for 
maintaining the Baronial website and image gallery, 
and assisting those maintaining the St Kessog and 
Castelburn websites as required. 
 
If you are interested in taking on this role, please re-
view the job outline in  
 

http://sg.sca.org.nz/docs/OfficerDescriptions.doc  
 
And email your application to:  
 
Chronicler@sg.sca.org.nz  
 
with a copy to 
 
seneschal@sg.sca.org.nz and bandb@sg.sca.org.nz. 
 

Apply NOW! 
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Armourer  Available 
 

Lord Dieter von Metzger announces that he is 
now able to undertake small amouring projects, 

and  
invites anyone needing such items made, 

especially before Canterbury Faire, to contact 
him at: 

 

Ph: 360-0909 

Seamsters  
 
Please check the mailing list for the whereabouts of 
the next meeting  
 
Everyone is welcome, especially newcomers.  Bring 
along whatever needlework you are currently working 
on (does not need to be period), or come on over for a 
chat. 
 
Please contact the SGDiscuss Mailing list to find 
the address, and if you have any questions or need 
to organise transport 

Fighter’s Practices 
 

Wednesday - (Heavy): 6:00pm under the oaks at 
Dean's Bush, near Riccarton House (corner of Ti-
toki Street and Kahu Road).- in Abeyance for Win-
ter 
 
Sunday - (Heavy and Rapier): 10.00am in the 
park opposite the Richmond Working Men’s Club, 
London St, Richmond. 
 
NB: These practices are unofficial events 

Baronial Library Online! 
 
Have you ever wondered just what materials 
are available from the Baronial Library? Well, 
now you can find out from the comfort of 
your own home! 
 
Just direct your web browser to: 
 
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/
SouthronGaard 
 
If you're looking for articles from a Compleat 
Anachronist, simply go:  
 
http://www.sg.sca.org.nz/aands.htm#library  
 
and look for the link to the the list of 
Compleat Anachronists available. Information 
on CAS include issue number, date of 
publication, title and short description. 
 
You can also find the above items via a direct 
link available at the Baronial website: 
 
http://www.sg.sca.org.nz/aands.htm#library 
 
Information on how to get in touch with Lady 
Emma, the Baronial Librarian, is available at 
the same baronial website page listed above. 
 
Also see book lists held by individuals in the 
Barony at: 
 
http://sg.sca.org.nz/links.htm#libraries 
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 Future, Far or Related Events 
 

Winds of Waitaha Early Music Evenings 
The Chapel, Music Centre of Christchurch, Barbadoes Street, gold coin donation. 

You are welcome to come in garb (or not), to play, sing or simply listen. The Southern Swans 
Singing Group  

recommends this as a most pleasant evening for all.2007 Schedule:  
7:30pm, Thursday, 6 December, 2007 

********************** 
 

St Catherine's Faire - Thursday 2 
 

9 Nov - Sunday 2 December, 2007 
The Barony of Ildhafn's major camping event of the year. Activities typically include Heavy and Rapier 
Tournaments, Feast, Mixed Combat, Target Archery and Arts and Sciences activities. For more infor-

mation, contact Ildhafn's Seneschal. seneschal@ildhafn.sca.org.nz 
************************ 

 
  

 

CANTERBURY FAIRE 2008 
New Zealand's largest SCA camping event. 

Confirmed dates: Friday February 1 to Wednesday 
February 6 inclusive, at Waipara. Start your planning! 

Bookings open later this year -- see link below. 
 

http://sg.sca.org.nz/cf.htm 
 

 For more information, contact the Stewards, THL 
Terese and Lord Gavin.  cf@sg.sca.org.nz 
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 Miscellaneous Contact Details 
 
Southron Gaard Council: 
 
7.30pm, second Tuesday of each month, at the 
Clarence St Methodist Church hall, cnr 
Clarence and Nelston Streets, Riccarton 
 
Seamsters: 
 
7.30pm, 4th Tuesday of each month, to discuss 
and work on sewing and handraft projects.   
Contact SGDiscuss for venue etc 
 
Fighters’ Practices: 
 
6.00pm Wednesday, at Deans Bush  - In Abey-
ance for Winter 
10.00 am Sundays at Richmond Park (opposite 
Working Mens Club, Cnr Stanmore Rd and 
London St) - Unofficial 
 
Archery Practices: 
 
1.00pm Fine Sundays Kirkwood Intermediate 
School (Kirkwood Ave entrance).  Targets and 
some bows available. 
Contact: archers@sg.sca.org.nz 
 

 
Singing Group: 
 
Thursdays from 7.30pm. All levels of 
experience are welcome    
singing@sg.sca.org.nz 
Location:         See notice in FTT 
 
For more contact details see the website: 
 

http://sg.sca.org.nz/regnum.htm 
 
 

University of Canterbury Medieval and Renaissance Society 
 
Arts and Sciences classes:  Wed 6.30pm UCSA 
International Room, 90 Ilam Rd 
 
Weapons Practice: Sat 2pm, Spreydon School 
sports field, cnr Curletts and Lincoln Rd (weather 
permitting.  Wed 8-10pm UCSA Ballroom, 90 Ilam 
Road (after A&S) 
 
Archery: alongside Sat Weapons Practice (as above) 
 
Dance classes:  Monday, Bryndwr Baptist Church, 
corner of Aorangi Rd and Clyde Rd. Beginner/
General Class: 7pm. 
Intermediate Class: 8:30pm. 

Events Afar 
See Regnum for contacts and websites 

 
Ildhafn (Auckland) 
Wed - Fight practice, needlework 
Sat - Archery practice 
Sun - Fighter’s practice 
 
Dartonshire (Wellington) 
Sun - Fighter’s practice 
 
Wellington Medieval Guild 
Sun - Dance practice 
Wed - Arts & Sciences meeting 
 
Cluain (Hamilton) 
Thu - Fighter’s practice 

Proto-Canton Castelburn 
 
Seneschal Fridda seneschal@castelburn.sca.org.nz 
and web site address http://castelburn.sca.org.nz 
 
Mailinglist: 
http://www.paradise.gen.nz/cgi-bin/
mailman/listinfo/castelburn 
 
Proto College of St Kessog 
 
Seneschal  Eydís  
In charge of the organisation of St Kessog -  
Contact:      seneschal@kessog.sca.org.nz 
 
http://kessog.sca.org.nz               Mailing list: 
http://www.sca.org.nz/mailman/listinfo/kessog 



 
Society for Creative Anachronism (New Zealand) Inc. 

Membership application 
 

Version 2.0 April 1, 2007 
 

New Membership c Renewal c Replacement card c Change of information c 
 
About you: 
Membership number:             
First Name:      Family Name:        
Postal Address:             
               
Suburb:       Post code:   City:      
Telephone number (Home)      (Mobile)      
Occupation:              Are you under 18?   c 
(We are required to collect and keep your occupation on file by the Incorporated Societies Act 1908) 

Email address:              
Do you wish to receive correspondence from SCA NZ Inc, solely to this email addess?  c 
Society Name:              
College (where applicable) :            
 
Subscribing memberships   Other 
c Membership + Pegasus  $ 45  c Associate membership  $ 20 
c Membership + EPegasus   $ 20   c Replacement card   $ 5 
c Family membership  $20 
 
(Family memberships are available only to those at the same address as a holder of a full membership. They receive no kingdom newsletter 
themselves. Associate memberships do not include a kingdom newsletter subscription, and do not entitle you to hold kingdom office or fight for 
Crown. In order to purchase a subscribing membership with EPpegasus, you must register a valid email address. You must also log on to the 
website http://www.sca.org.au/registry and follow the directions for electronic subscription.) 
 

I declare that the information given is true and correct: 
 
Signed:         (please use legal name) 
 
All information must be correctly filled out for your membership to be processed. The information you give on this 
form will be kept on file by the SCA(NZ) registry according to the Privacy Act 1993, and may be shared with 
kingdom officers and affiliated SCA corporations as needed. If you believe we hold incorrect information, you can 
contact the registrar directly on the address above for a copy of your details. You can use this form to update your 
information, by ticking the box titled ‘change of information’ at the top.  
Subscriptions other than Pegasus are NOT available through SCANZ. If you wish to subscribe to other kingdom 
newsletters, Compleat Anachronist or Tournaments Illuminated, you need to contact the US registry directly.  
 
Payment information: 
Fill in one form per person. If you have queries, you can contact the registrar at registrar@sca.org.nz. Please do 
not post cash. Make cheques payable to Society for Creative Anachronism (NZ) Inc. Credit card payments can 
not be accepted at this time.  
If you want to make a direct transfer by internet banking, the Society for Creative Anachronism NZ Inc account 
number is 06-0582-0264080-00. Put your surname in the comment field and print out the receipt page you 
get once the transfer has gone through. Attach that to your membership form when you send it in. If you do not, 
your membership will be processed only when the monthly bank statement is received.  
 
Send this form with payment to: 
SCA Registrar, M Forest, 179 Pembroke Road, Wilton, 6012 Wellington. Ph 04-976 0220.  
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